RIBBLEHEAD
a film by tom young

Synopsis

Mark Smithson, a formerly successful writer, is struggling
with his second book.
A family connection leads him to investigate a local
landmark - the Ribblehead Viaduct. It seems like the
perfect setting for a novel and he begins to research and
write the new story.
But as he does so the incidents in the story begin to
materialise in real life, taking an increasing toll on both
his mental health and his marriage.
When everything he ever knew turns out to be false, will
Mark have the courage to fight for a new version of the
truth?

Director's
Comments
Growing up in Yorkshire I used to do
long walks in the countryside with
my family.

At Ribblehead, they were in the lime
kilns, the brickworks, and the old
tramways.

People had walked these old ways for
longer than anyone could remember
and they left stories behind.

And even deeper - in the peat bogs,
the grit quarries, the natural
springs.

At first they were hard to see, but
when you knew where to look they
became more obvious.

Who can fail to be fascinated by
these ghosts from the past?

They were in the dry-stone walls,
the worn rock and eroded footsteps.
They were in the signposts, the
rotted sheep-pens, the iron-age
remains of scattered flint and
shale.
They were in the distant milltowers, the cave networks, and the
open coal seams.

They imbue us with a sense of place,
of curiosity, of belonging.
But for many they hold too stern a
grip and prevent us from imagining a
future that could be different from
the past.
It is from this tension between the
old and the new, the real and the
imagined, the living and the dead,
that this story was born.

Director's Biography

Tom Young was born in 1981 in
Leeds, North Yorkshire. After ten
years as a journalist in London he
returned home to the county of his
birth to make R I B B L E H E A D - his
first feature as both a writer and
a director.

Gareth

Bennett-Ryan

An ex carpet fitter from
Grimsby, Gareth has played
roles as varied as a timid WW2
paratrooper in From This Day, a
callous Serbian rebel in
Mercenaries, and a wannabe hard
man with serious daddy issues
in Woodfalls - he's even made
it to Bollywood in Hate Story
IV. Most recently he worked on
The Irregulars for Netflix.
He is also an award winning
audiobook narrator and stage
actor, having worked on many
classics including two seasons
at Shakespeare's Globe and
multiple national tours.

Christy

Sullivan

Christy Sullivan has worked across
both stage and screen in Australia
and the UK. Before graduating from
Australia’s prestigious WAAPA she
was cast in Spring Awakening for
Sydney Theatre Company and followed
that with Next to Normal for
Melbourne Theatre Company - two of
Australia’s leading theatre
companies. Her other stage credits
include The Mousetrap (Australia/NZ
Tour), The Last 5 Years (West End),
Blood Brothers (Hayes Theatre Co.)
and As you Like it (The Shakespeare
Company). Her screen credits here
and in Australia include Call the

Midwife, Texas Rising, The
Commons, Packed to the Rafters
and All Saints.
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